Three Days and Three Nights
1. The term, three days and three nights is: Absolutely equivalent with "after three days", "on the third day", three days later" 

2. The term, three days and three nights: Does not require three literal days and three literal nights. 

3. The term, three days and three nights: Does not require 72 literal hours. 

4. That a Friday crucifixion at 3 PM with at Sunday resurrection at 6 AM would have been considered three days and three nights by the Jewish people of the day.

Interchangeability of terms: (All Bible data on Resurrection)

	Bible Term
	Duration in grave

	Until the third day
	Mt 27:64 give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day

	In three days
	Mt 26:61 rebuild it in three days
Mt 27:40 rebuild it in three days
Mk 14:58 in three days I will build another made without hands.
Mk 15:29 rebuild it in three days
Jn 2:19-20 in three days I will raise it up

	On the third day
	Mt 16:21 raised up on the third day
Mt 17:23 raised on the third day
Mt 20:19 on the third day He will be raised up
Lk 9:22 be raised up on the third day
Acts 10:40 God raised Him up on the third day
1 Cor 15:4 raised on the third day 

	The third day
	Lk 18:33 the third day He will rise again
Lk 24:7 the third day rise again
Lk 24:21 it is the third day since these things happened
Lk 24:46 rise again from the dead the third day

	Three days later
	Mk 9:31 rise three days later
Mk 10:34 and three days later He will rise again

	After three days
	Mt 27:63 After three days I am to rise again
Mk 8:31 after three days rise again

	Three days and three nights 
	Jonah 1:17 in the stomach of the fish three days and three nights.

Mt 12:40 for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.


Parallel passages which prove interchangeability:

Old Testament parallel passages #1

	"Depart for three days, then return to me." 1 Ki 12:5
	"all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day as the king had directed, saying, ‘Return to me on the third day.’" 1 Ki 12:12; 2 Chron 10:12

	"Return to me again in three days." 2 Chron 10:5
	

	"For three days" and "in three days" and "on the third day"
are identical and used interchangeably because these four verses are parallel.


Synoptic parallel passages #2

	Mark
	Matthew
	Luke

	After three days 8:31
	On the third day 16:21
	on the third day 9:22

	After three days 9:31
	On the third day 17:23
	---

	After three days 10:34
	On the third day Mt 20:19
	on the third day 18:33

	"On the third day" and "After three days"
are identical and used interchangeably because these two verses are parallel.


Synoptic parallel passages #3

	Matthew 
	Mark
	Luke

	4:2 "And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights"
	1:13 "And He was in the wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan"
	4:2 "for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And He ate nothing during those days"

	forty days and forty nights
	forty days 
	forty days

	"forty days and forty nights" and "forty days"
are identical and used interchangeably because these two verses are parallel.


Actual Bible examples of calculating 3 days & 3 nights!

	Summary of passages

	Bible Text:
	Actual literal time frame:
	Jewish time:

	Jesus words: Lk 13:32
	A literal duration from Friday to Triumphal entry (Sunday) mirroring perfectly Jesus time in the tomb from Friday to Sunday!
	"today, tomorrow and the third day" v32

	Cornelius: Acts 10:3,9, 23,24,30
	Literal 72 hour period v3+9+23+24 (Exactly 3 days, but parts of four days)
	Four days ago v30 

	Starving servant: 1 Sam. 30:12,13
	Three days and three nights v12 (Literally less than 72 hours but parts of three days)
	Three days ago v13

	Queen Esther 4:16; 5:1
	for three days, night or day 4:16 (Literally less than 72 hours but parts of three days)
	On the third day 5:1

	Faithless Jews: Mt 27:63,64
	After three days v63 (Literally less than 72 hours but parts of three days)
	Until the third day v64


The case of the faithless Jews: Matthew 27:63-64

	Mt 27:63
	Mt 27:64

	"Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again.’"
	"Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, lest the disciples come and steal Him away and say to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’

	After three days 
	until the third day

	Regardless of the exact literal time, these two expressions are identical and used interchangeably
Therefore, three days and three nights, according to this Jewish method of reckoning, included any part of the first day; the whole of the following night; the next day and its night; and any part of the succeeding or third day.


The case of the starving servant: 1 Samuel 30:12-13

	1 Sam. 30:12
	1 Sam. 30:13

	"For he had not eaten bread or drunk water for three days and three nights."
	13 "I am a young man of Egypt, a servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me behind when I fell sick three days ago."

	Three days and three nights v12
	Three days ago v13

	Regardless of the exact literal time, these two expressions are identical and used interchangeably


Summary Of 5 Crucifixion Positions

	.
	View #1

last supper not Passover
	View #2

Crucified on Nissan 15
	View #3

Two Passovers
	View #4

Thursday crucifixion
	View #5

Wednesday crucifixion

	Weekday of death
	Friday
	Friday
	Friday
	Thursday 
	Wednesday 

	Date of death
	Nisan 14
	Nisan 15
	Nisan 14
	Nisan 14
	Nisan 14

	Year of death
	30 or 33 AD
	30 or 33 AD
	30 or 33 AD
	34 AD
	31 AD (or 28 or or 34) 

	Weekday raised
	Sunday
	Sunday
	Sunday
	Sunday
	Saturday

	Date of Triumphal entry/ Palm day
	Sunday, Nisan 9
	Sunday, Nisan 10
	Sunday, Nisan 9
	Sunday, Nisan 10
	Saturday, Nisan 10

	Triumphal entry/palm branches breaks Sabbath
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES

	Fulfills Passover lamb anti-type?
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES

	Fulfills wave offering anti-type of resurrection on Nisan 16?
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO

	Last supper is the seder/ lamb Passover meal?
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO

	Fulfills possible Noah’s Ark anti-type Passover: Gen 8:4
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	Adopts two Sabbath theory?
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES

	Adopts two Passover theory because Christ used Essenes Jubilee calendar at Qumran
	NO
	NO
	Some do but not all
	NO
	NO

	Adopts two Passover theory because Num 9:10-11 allowed exceptions
	NO
	NO
	some do but not all
	NO
	NO

	Adopts two Passover theory because Christ followed the Pharisee calculations instead of Sadducees which temple followed.
	NO
	NO
	some do but not all
	NO
	NO

	Literal 72 hours in grave?
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES

	Churches that hold to this view
	View defended by the author of this document.

(Some individuals from all churches believe this)
	Traditional view held by Catholics and many others
	Some individuals from all churches
	Some individuals from all churches
	Some Sabbatarians, H. W. Armstrong & splinter groups, (The WWCG, Worldwide Church of God, accepts 1st day resurrection)


Literally 3 days & 3 nights = 72 Hours impossible!

1. Those who insist that we must literally interpret 3 days & 3 nights = 72 Hours "It is the sign of Jonah" they say, haven’t understood that it is impossible to harmonize LITERALLY all the data. 

2. If Jesus was resurrected If he rose AFTER the third day, after 72 hours, then all the above verses would read on the FOURTH day. 

3. "On the third day" vs. "after three days" are literally quite different:

· If Jesus raised literally "on the third day", then the third day was not yet over, it is literally less than 72 hours. 

· If Jesus raised literally "after three days", then Jesus would have risen sometime literally after 72 hours. But this would be ON THE FOURTH DAY.

1. Notice that the chief priests and Pharisees wanted the tomb guarded only until the third day, because that is when the resurrection was to occur, NOT on the fourth day! And remember, the watch at the tomb began at the end of the seventh day Sabbath, so that it could be guarded for all of the third day, which Sabbatarians say is Saturday. It was at the end of the duration of 3 days, using their own literalness, that guards STOPPED guarding the tomb. This proves that Jesus was going to raise before, not AFTER 72 hours had elapsed! 

2. Since we have irrefutable Bible evidence that 3 days & 3 nights may in fact be literally less than 72 hours or 3 days & 2 nights or 3 nights & 2 days (Cornelius: Acts 10:3,9, 23,24,30; Starving servant: 1 Sam. 30:12,13; Queen Esther 4:16; 5:1) we must call into question the literal length of time Jonah was in the sea monster!!! In light of the Bible passages, how can we be sure that Jonah was literally (Roman time thinking) 72 hours in the sea monster??? We come full circle to the well established point that the Jews would have viewed Friday 3 PM to Sunday 6 AM as being 3 days & 3 nights! 

