IS THE BIBLE ACCURATE?

Because there are over 14,000 manuscript copies of the New Testament we can absolutely be confident of its accuracy. With this large number of manuscripts, comparing manuscripts easily reveals any place where a scribe has made an error or where there is a variation. 
There are approximately 150,000 variations in the manuscripts we have today. However, these variations represent only 10,000 places in the New Testament (if the same word was misspelled in 3,000 manuscripts, that is counted as 3,000 variations.) Of these 10,000 places, all but 400 are questions of spelling in accord with accepted usage, grammatical construction, or order of words. Of the remaining variations, only 50 are of significance (such as two manuscripts leaving out Acts 2:37). But of these 50, not one alters even one article of faith which cannot be abundantly sustained by other undoubted passages.

There are some manuscripts that date as early as 130 AD, very close to the completion of the New Testament. These manuscripts are nearly identical to those dating 900 years later, thus verifying the accuracy of the scribes.

Besides this, Jesus promised that His words would not pass away. (Mat 24:35) .. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away."
Are the Translations Accurate?
Examples of Word Translation Accuracy Issue
	Verse
	NASB
	KJV  
	Comment

	Luke 5:29ff   
	Reclined at table
	Sat
	In those days, they reclined on couches.  They didn’t sit at the table.

	Matt. 10:10   
	tunics
	coats
	They didn’t wear windbreakers, but shaped blanket out-coverings.


shaped blanket out-

                                         


coverings.



	Matt. 9:17    
	wineskins
	bottles
	They didn’t use glass bottles, they used skins.
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Examples of Meaning Translation Accuracy Issue

	Literal translation

	The Message


	Romans 9:27-28. And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved. For the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.

	Isaiah maintained this same emphasis: If each grain of sand on the seashore were numbered and the sum labeled "Chosen of God," they'de be numbers still, not names; salvation comes by personal selection. God doesn't count us; he calls us by name. Arithmetic is not his focus.


	Matthew 6:9-13   

"Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our ﻿daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.

	"Our Father in heaven, 

Reveal who you are.

Set the world right;

Do what's best -

As above, so below.
Keep us alive with three square meals.

Keep us forgiven with you 

and forgiving others.

Keep us safe 

from ourselves and the Devil.

You're in charge!


	   John 10:30
"I and the Father are one."
	
"I and the Father are one heart and mind." 


	John 14:28
"...The Father is greater than I."
	
"The Father is the goal and purpose of my life."

	Romans 1:26-27: "Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion."
	"Worse followed. Refusing to know God, they soon didn't know how to be human either - women didn't know how to be women, men didn't know how to be men. Sexually confused, they abused and defiled one another, women with women, men with men - all lust, no love. And then they paid for it, oh, how they paid for it - emptied of God and love, Godless and loveless wretcheds."  


	1 Peter 3:1, 7:  "Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands... 
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life..." 
	"The same goes for you wives: Be good wives to your husbands, responsive to their needs...  

The same goes for you husbands: Be good husbands to your wives.  Honor them, delight in them.  As women they lack some of your advantages.  But in the new life of God's grace, you're equals. Treat your wives, then, as equals...." 


	Romans 8:35-37:  "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?"
	"Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ's love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in Scripture:"

	Luke 3:7 So he began saying to the crowds who were going out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
	7When crowds of people came out for baptism because it was the popular thing to do, John exploded: "Brood of snakes! What do you think you're doing slithering down here to the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to deflect God's judgment?

	Acts 19:2a He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?"
	The first thing he said was, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? Did you take God into your mind only, or did you also embrace him with your heart? Did he get inside you?"

	Mat 5:48 Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect
	In a word, what I'm saying is, Grow up.


	Matthew 1:22. All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet
	This would bring the prophet's embryonic sermon to full term

	1 Pet 3: 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear. 
	Sarah, for instance, taking care of Abraham, would address him as "my dear husband." You'll be true daughters of Sarah if you do the same, unanxious and unintimidated.


	
	


Interview with Peterson:
"Do you think The Message will be well suited for reading in worship?" he replied, "When I'm in a congregation where somebody uses it in the Scripture reading, it makes me a little uneasy. I would never recommend it be used as saying, 'Hear the Word of God from The Message.' But it surprises me how many do. You can't tell people they can't do it." (5)
The Message has found a ready audience among "evangelicals" who are bored with the Bible, and who wanted a jazzy and fun paraphrase to take its place. Its popularity is just one more example of the levity of the contemporary church, and of its unhealthy taste for novelties and fads, which have become so much a part of ministry in evangelical churches in the past thirty years. As Peterson has written in one of his books on pastoral care, American church leaders have been "transformed into a company of shopkeepers with shopkeepers concerns — how to keep the customers happy, how to lure customers away from the competitors down the street, how to package the goods so that the customers will lay out more money." And again, speaking of entertainment-driven ministry he says, "There are others who do not desert the place of worship, but in staying, they do something worse: they subvert it. They turn it in to a place of entertainment that will refresh bored and tired consumers and pump some zest into them."  But if there is one thing worse than turning the Sanctuary into a place of entertainment, it is turning the Bible into a piece of entertainment.
