There are only two basic ways to look at life, the Biblical way and the "perennial"  (secular/pagan) way.  Once we understand the two fundamental patterns of all belief, and the radical choice which the Biblical worldview alone offers, many questions find answers concerning how Christians are to relate gracefully to persons of other religions, and about how we can explain our faith.  The rationale for saying (for example) that Jesus is the unique Way to God, or that Christianity really is true, begins to make rational sense rather than appearing arrogant.   
          Understanding the two worldviews is the foundation for all other Christian apologetics and evangelism.  
The so-called sex revolution, which never had a teaspoon of evidence to support it, has devastated countless thousands of individuals -- men, women, and children.  It has ravaged families and communities.  Sexuality is a primary arena in which the battle for truth is being waged.  The Biblical view of human sexuality wins hands down over every other view, on every possible grounds where the evidence is objectively presented.  

Dr. Fox has done extensive research and writing to develop the Biblical view of human sexuality. He has responded to the downslide of the Christian community into the uncritical and unreasonable acceptance of sexual promiscuity, adultery, pre-marital sex, and homosexuality in written
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	Formication (before marriage)

Fornication is voluntary sexual intercourse between a man and woman who are not married to each other. Adultery is one type of fornication.

In every form, fornication was sternly condemned by the Mosaic law among God's people, the Israelites (Lev. 21:9; 19:29; Deut. 22:20-11, 23-29; 23:18; Ex. 22:16). (See ADULTERY.) 

Fornication is also mentioned many times in the New Testament (Matt. 5:32; 19:9; John 8:41; Acts 15:20, 29; 21:25; Rom. 1:29; 1 Cor 5:1, 6:13, 18, 7:2; 10:8; 2 Cor 12:21; Gal 5:19; Eph 5:3; Col 3:5; 1 Thess. 4:3; Jude 1:7; Rev. 2:14, 20-21; 9:21; 14:8; 17:2,4).

"The Greek word for 'fornication' (porneia) could include any sexual sin committed after the betrothal contract. ...In Biblical usage, 'fornication' can mean any sexual congress outside monogamous marriage. It thus includes not only premarital sex, but also adultery, homosexual acts, incest, remarriage after un-Biblical divorce, and sexual acts with animals, all of which are explicitly forbidden in the law as given through Moses (Leviticus 20:10-21). Christ expanded the prohibition against adultery to include even sexual lusting (Matthew 5:28)." (Dr. Henry M. Morris)


	Healthy to experiment

	Adultry (non-spouse)

1. SEXUAL ADULTERY -- "Conjugal infidelity. An adulterer was a man who had sexual intercourse with a woman he was not married to, either a married woman or one who was engaged to be married. A woman who did the same thing was an adulteress. Adultery is fornication. The Bible regards adultery as a great sin and a great social wrong. It has been inferred from John 8:1-11 that this sin became very common during the age preceding the destruction of Jerusalem."
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	Homosexuality
	“Born that way” or an equal choice

	Marriage – one man, one woman, together till death they do part
To be sure, the institution of marriage is old, but that does not mean it is obsolete. Marriage was thousands of years old at Christ's first coming, but He still taught its appropriateness. "But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. or this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and the two shall become one flesh ... What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate" (Mark 10:6-9). The Christian realizes he is not at liberty to tamper with God's Word to conform it to passing fads in social theories. Cultural norms must be judged by Scripture; the Scripture is not judged by cultural norm.

Neither should marriage be abandoned merely because increasing numbers are becoming disenchanted with it. The fact that a practice is widespread, or even average, does not constitute it as either advisable or right. The Christian never determines truth by majority vote, but by examining God's Word.

The Old Testament prescribes severe punishment for those who disdainfully regard marriage's privileges and responsibilities. One of the Ten Commandments states, "You shall not commit adultery" (Exodus 20:14), and the law required that those convicted of adultery receive the death penalty (Leviticus 20:10).

The New Testament does not require capital punishment for adultery, but assures that "God will judge" those who are not married who indulge in that sexuality which God has reserved for marriage (Hebrews 13:4). Sexual impropriety resulted in expulsion from the church (I Corinthians 5:1-2), and Paul warned of those who, with empty words, led others into immorality (Ephesians 5:5-6). Eternal judgment awaits those who practice immorality and fail to repent (Revelation 21:l8, 22:14-15).

God's positive plan for marriage instructs, "Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord," and "Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her" (Ephesians 5:22, 25). Notice that the relationship between husband and wife is patterned after the eternal relationship of God to His people, and not merely after the social customs of the ancient world. Adherence to God's instructions brings such blessedness and depth that all deviations from His plan appear revolting indeed.


	Two or more people co-habitating until they  grow tired of each other or find more suitable partners

	Marriage
The fundamental reason for reserving sexual relations for marriage is that God designed such for the happiness, well-being, protection, and stability in the life of each person, the family, and the human community. Hebrews 13:4 says, "Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral." In this one verse as well as other verses the Bible makes it clear that both premarital and extramarital sexual relations are sinful (Exodus 20:14; Romans 1:24; 1 Timothy 1:8-10).

From the very beginning, God’s will has been that "a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife" (Genesis 2:24). If he unites himself with another mate while the wife is still living, he is guilty of adultery. This teaching is found several times in the New Testament (Matthew 19:5; Mark 10:7, 8; 1 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 5:31).

The Bible further teaches that those who participate in sexual immorality (i.e.: premarital and extra-marital sex) cannot inherit the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 15-20). Consequently, they are destined for eternity without Him (Galatians 5:19-21; Revelation 21:8). But the good news is that God can and will forgive any sin; including sexual immorality. When there is acceptance of Christ’s forgiveness and genuine repentance (a change of heart and turning to the righteous ways of God), even those who have committed immoral acts or lived sinful lives qualify for inheriting His Kingdom.

Those who have been forgiven and come out of such a past would do well to read and be blessed by 1 Corinthians 6:11, in which Paul tells believers, "And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God."


	

	Today we live in a culture that is constantly repositioning the accepted moral boundaries for sexual behavior. At this point in popular America there exists little, if any, sense of right and wrong for one’s sexual conduct. The beauty of sexual intimacy has been devalued from a foundation of love, fidelity, and commitment to merely a physical act without any responsibilities.

Even among moral people and some Christian groups there is a prevailing acceptance of others who openly defy God’s scriptural standard for sexual purity. As Christians we must not allow ourselves to be deceived by this increasing tide of tolerance toward immorality. Instead we must embrace scriptural standards for ourselves and then proclaim them for our world.

Today the human devastation of immoral sexual activity is well documented. Even society recognizes that sex outside of marriage exacts a great penalty. Each day the broken hearts of abandoned spouses, the children born out of wedlock, the families torn by divorce, the emotionally scarred children, the injuries to extended family, the scores of people dying from sexually-transmitted diseases, and the thousands of aborted babies who are denied life, all cry out to us that sexual expression outside of God’s plan is a tragic mistake. The price is far too great. Perhaps no other area of sinfulness has brought such devastation and decay to our world.

As Christians we must not only stem the tide of popularized thinking, we must also set an example of God’s intended holy design for sexual intimacy—that it be reserved only for our lifelong spouse, and that it always follow marriage.


	

	
	

	
	


raise the possibility of same-sex ordinations or

the blessing of same-sex unions before having

had an open and honest discussion of whether

homosexuality is itself right to begin with. That

discussion has been sidetracked and subverted

in the Church, the public media, in education,

and in civil government. People of moral and

intellectual integrity on both sides will force the

discussion into the open whether local “ground

rules” allow such honesty or not.

The biological, medical, and psychological

issues all hang on what God says about the matter.

Whether God says "yes" or He says "no",

that settles the moral issue.

If God has spoken to us through Scripture,

then the answer is clear. Every time homosexuality

is mentioned either in the Bible or by any of

the early Church fathers, it is mentioned in

unqualified condemnation. That tradition

remains uninterrupted for nearly 4000 years until

the 1950’s.

The case for a heterosexual creation begins,

not with Sodom, but in the creation story where

all the basic conditions of life are set. God created

Adam and Eve in His image -- male and

female. The basic hetero-sexual (or better,

hetero-gender) pattern of creation is never overturned

at any point in Scripture or in mainstream

orthodox Christian history (see In the Image of

God: Male & Female - a 2 hour audio or video

presentation from Emmaus Ministries).

The clear reading of Scripture is that homosexuality

is a compulsive, addictive, and lethal

condition (accurately described in Romans 1),

one among the many idolatries (i.e. addictions) of

the fallen world.

Attempts to reinterpret Scripture (the Sodom

story, Romans 1, etc.) run aground quickly. The

arguments fail to establish that the Bible even

remotely condones homosexuality.

But even if the full force of the arguments is

granted, the very best homosexual advocates

can prove is that Paul et al did not understand

our present situation and our "more clear

thinking" on the matter -- so that the Biblical

injunctions against homosexual behavior no

longer have authority. The Bible, it is said, did

not know of the faithful, monogamous relations

homosexual persons have today. No one can

seriously contend that the Bible is specifically

pro-homosexual, only (at best) that the obvious

anti-homosexual stance of the Bible "no longer

counts".

SCRIPTURE and
call the homosexual lifestyle "mainstream America",

"God given", or "natural". The evidence

tells us that homosexuality is an addictive, compulsive,

and lethal disorder, and that promotion

of homosexuality is criminally irresponsible. Only

a malevolent God would create persons afflicted

with such a condition. On that point, the witness

of Scripture and of the empirical sciences are

fully at one. Honest observation clearly gives us

the reasons why God has said "no".

Arguments for accepting homosexuality do

not stand up. It is not biologically or genetically

inborn, God-given, or mainstream America. And

the fact that (until disease sets in) it “feels good”

is no proof that it is either God-approved or

healthy.

It is thus not compassionate or helpful to persons

caught in homosexuality to justify their

addiction. That is a kindness that kills, just as

"enablers" for alcoholics become accomplices to

alcoholic addictions. It is irrational and irresponsible

for churches to discuss "marital" celebration

of behavior which God has forbidden and which

is medically and emotionally self-destructive.

Clearly both the Church and civil government

are obligated to base decisions on the facts of

the matter, no matter how much pain truth

causes persons emotionally entangled in the

homosexual culture, either directly or indirectly.

One does not choose to increase pain for anyone,

but neither does one encourage others to

avoid pain when that evasion will lead to the

destruction of their life and the lives of others.

Persons who refuse to look at the evidence,

or prevent evidence being presented in the public

discussion, are not showing compassion toward

homosexual persons. They are showing ignorance,

fear, perhaps a deeply buried hostility to

the welfare of persons threatened by an addictive

condition over which they have lost control.

That is criminal irresponsibility, not compassion.

We must choose whether we will continue to

be "enablers" who only deepen a tragic situation,

or whether we will resolve to speak the truth in

love. The strategy which wins over deceit and

manipulation is truth told in love -- and at any

cost to ourselves.
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