Judge Not …?
A look at Judgment and Discernment

Keys: 

Judgment and discernment are scripturally mandated tasks.
There is both correct and incorrect judgment that can be conducted.

One of the most significant passages, a statement coming directly from Jesus, seems to state unequivocally, that we are never to judge.

Mat 7:1 (NASB)  "Do not judge lest you be judged.

To understand this scripture we have to look at the context and use the usual inductive method of who-what-when-where-why-how.  To be sure we have the correct understanding we must compare this scripture with other related scripture.
The passage in context:

Mat 7:1-6 (NASB)  "Do not judge lest you be judged.  "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.   "And why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?   "Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in your own eye?   "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.   "Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.

Who is speaking? Jesus. To whom is he speaking? “You hypocrite”.  He is addressing the practices of the hypocrites, where the hypocrite is judging the minor defects of an individual (“speck” in their eye), while practicing much worse (“log” in their own eye).  Notice this is not even totally prohibitive, since Jesus says “first take the log out”, “then .. take the speck out of your brother’s eye”.  They are to take the “speck” out (judge), but first they are to take their own “log” out.
And to make it very clear that Jesus is not condemning discernment (the ability to separate and identify right from wrong),  he states in verse 6, Mat 7:6 (NASB)  "Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.  How would one know who the “dogs” and “swine” are?  Only by judging.  So in the same context Jesus is saying to judge individuals and if you find them to be “dogs” or “swine” to not give them what is holy.
Comparing this with other scripture on the same topic, it becomes clear that there is a mandate to judge:

Judge but make sure you judge correctly.

John 7:24 (NASB)  "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."
A criticism for not judging.

Luke 12:57 (NASB)  "And why do you not even on your own initiative judge what is right?

We are to judge those inside the church, but not those outside.

1 Cor 5:12-13 (NASB)  For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?   But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.

We are to judge (compare) what people say with the truth.

1 Cor 10:15 (NASB)  I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say.

1 Cor 11:13 (NASB)  Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with head uncovered?

We are to examine and judge ourselves.

1 Cor 11:28-31 (NASB)  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.   For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly.   For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.   But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged.

We are to judge people by their “fruits” .  We are to judge (classify) people.
Mat 7:15-20 (NASB)  "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.   "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they?   "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit.   "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.   "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.   "So then, you will know them by their fruits.

We are to identify (judge) people doing wrong and expose them.

Eph 5:11 (NASB)  And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;

We are to judge – based on scripture.

Heb 4:12 (NASB)  For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

There are other passages that discuss judgment and apparent condemnation, but upon close study, it can be seen that these are directed more at the issues of  hypocrisy and incorrect judgment.

Do not judge with hypocrisy – parallel thought with Matthew 7:1
Rom 2:1 (NASB)  Therefore you are without excuse, every man of you who passes judgment, for in that you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.

Incorrect judgment – opinions on diet not based on scripture.

Rom 14:1-6 (NASB)  Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.   One man has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only.   Let not him who eats regard with contempt him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats, for God has accepted him.   Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand.   One man regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Let each man be fully convinced in his own mind.   He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God.

Rom 14:13-15 (NASB)  Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this-- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way.   I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.   For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died.

Use prudent judgment with appropriate standards – if offense is against you – apply mercy.
Luke 6:31-35 (NASB)  "And just as you want people to treat you, treat them in the same way.   "And if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.   "And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.   "And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, in order to receive back the same amount.   "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.
Luke 6:36-38 (NASB)  "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. "And do not judge and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned. "Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return."
