Elements Of Worship In The Church
· Worship in the early church...

· … in spirit and truth - Jn 4:23-24

· … for edification - 1 Co 14:26

· … to be done decently and in order - 1 Co 14:40

I. ACTIVITIES IN THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH

   A. THEY OBSERVED THE LORD'S SUPPER...

      1. As commanded by the Lord and His apostles

         a. A memorial feast instituted by Jesus Himself - Lk 22:14-20

         b. Taught to the churches by the apostles - 1 Co 11:23-29

         c. In this memorial they remembered:

            1) The sinless body offered on the cross

            2) The blood shed to provide forgiveness for their sins

         d. In this memorial they proclaimed their faith in the efficacy of the Lord's death

      2. On the first day of the week

         a. As described in Ac 20:7

         b. One can infer from this passage that they were doing this every week

         c. Other passages certainly indicate they were assembling regularly on the first day of the week - e.g., 1 Co 16:1-2

   B. THEY GAVE TO MEET CERTAIN NEEDS...

      1. The church was noted for its love for one another

         a. As exemplified in the church at Jerusalem - cf. Ac 2:44,45;4:32-35

         b. Such love went beyond those in the local congregation - Ac 11:27-30

      2. A weekly collection was instituted

         a. To provide for the needs of the saints - 1 Co 16:1-2

         b. Principles were taught to determine how much one should give

            1) "As he may prosper" - 1 Co 16:2

            2) Whatever is given with "a willing mind" - 2 Co 8:12

            3) "According to what one has" - 2 Co 8:12-13

            4) "As he purposes (plans) in his heart" - 2 Co 9:7

            5) Whatever one can give "cheerfully", not "grudgingly" or  "of necessity" - 2 Co 9:7

            6) Keeping in mind the principle of "sowing and reaping" - 2 Co 9:6,8

      3. Funds so collected were used to help needy Christians, including those who devoted their lives to preaching the gospel - cf. 2 Co 11:8,9; Ph 4:10-18

   C. THEY LISTENED TO THE WORD...

      1. They were noted for their attention to the Word

         a. The church in Jerusalem "continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine..." - Ac 2:42

         b. As ambassadors of Christ, the apostles' words were taken very seriously - cf. 1 Co 14:37; 1 Th 2:13

      2. They therefore used their assemblies to hear God's Word

         a. As when Paul spoke at Troas - Ac 20:7

         b. Or when letters from the apostles had been received - cf. Co 4:16

   D. THEY OFFERED PRAYERS AND SONGS...

      1. Prayers were offered in their assemblies

         a. As indicated in 1 Co 14:15-17

         b. Especially in times of trouble - cf. Ac 12:5,12

      2. Songs were sung when they were together

         a. Using psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to speak to one another - Ep 5:19

         b. Using the same to teach and admonish one another - Co 3:16

