The Fear of God

Jer 5:22 (NASB)  'Do you not fear Me?' declares the LORD. 'Do you not tremble in My presence? …. 

  In Hebrew, yirah (Jon 1:16, Ps 90:11), yare (above, Mal 3:16) and pachad (Job 3:25a, Ps 119:120) mean reverent fear, terror, or dread, normally translated simply fear. There are other words in Hebrew for mere respect, reverence, or honor, such as kabad (Ex 20:12). In Greek fear/terror is phobo (Mat 28:4,1 Pet 2:17c), where reverence or honor is timao (1 Pet 2:17a/d). 

  With this distinction in both Hebrew and Greek, some still assert that "fear merely means reverence." As if God through His Spirit could not select the right word hundreds of times! Some would prefer to believe this than to understand that God really ought to be feared. 

  Why is it we will not accept the fear of God? Why do we try to "explain away" the fear of God in Scripture? What is it in our unconscious minds that creeps up when the Spirit leads us into the revelation of the fear of God? 

Destroying False Notions & Encountering God...

2 Cor 5:11 (NASB)  Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences.
Psa 34:11 (NASB)  Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
Psa 89:7 (NASB)  A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And awesome above all those who are around Him?
Gen 31:42 (NASB)  "If the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had not been for me, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. God has seen my affliction and the toil of my hands, so He rendered judgment last night."

Satan

Psa 76:4,7 (NASB)  Thou art resplendent, More majestic than the mountains of prey.  Thou, even Thou, art to be feared; And who may stand in Thy presence when once Thou art angry?

  If we fear anything other than God, we are deceived. God is the only thing in the universe worthy of fear. Satan, of course, would disagree and has made an industry out generating bogus fear. His weapons are horror movies, anxieties, worries, nightmares, phobias, panic attacks, demons, etc. Satan wants the fear due God. To be sure, Satan is truly a terrifying master to those under his care, but those "in Christ" have been purchased from his mastery and need not fear him any longer. Whenever it is in our power, we should cut off any access Satan has to our minds or hearts to plant bogus fear. 

Isa 8:12-13 (NASB)  "You are not to say, 'It is a conspiracy!' In regard to all that this people call a conspiracy, And you are not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it.  "It is the LORD of hosts whom you should regard as holy. And He shall be your fear, And He shall be your dread.

Mat 10:28 (NASB)  "And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Luke 12:4-5 (NASB)  "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.  "But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who after He has killed has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!

Fear And Sovereignty

  In Scripture and experience, the fear of God is closely linked to the revelation of His sovereignty. 

Job 23:13-16 (NASB)  "But He is unique and who can turn Him? And what His soul desires, that He does.  "For He performs what is appointed for me, And many such decrees are with Him.  "Therefore, I would be dismayed at His presence; When I consider, I am terrified of Him.  "It is God who has made my heart faint, And the Almighty who has dismayed me,

Fear And Wisdom

Psa 111:10 (NASB)  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments; His praise endures forever.

Prov 9:10 (NASB)  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

Fear And Sin

John 15:2 (NASB)  "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit.

2 Cor 7:1 (NASB)  Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Prov 8:13 (NASB)  "The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way, And the perverted mouth, I hate.

Fear And Repentance

Prov 16:6 (NASB)  … And by the fear of the LORD one keeps away from evil.

Job 28:28 (NASB)  "And to man He said, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; And to depart from evil is understanding.'"

Fear And Blessings

Psa 25:12-14 (NASB)  Who is the man who fears the LORD? He will instruct him in the way he should choose.  His soul will abide in prosperity, And his descendants will inherit the land.  The secret of the LORD is for those who fear Him, And He will make them know His covenant.

Prov 14:26-27 (NASB)  In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, And his children will have refuge. The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, That one may avoid the snares of death.
Psa 34:9 (NASB)  O fear the LORD, you His saints; For to those who fear Him, there is no want.
Prov 19:23 (NASB)  The fear of the LORD leads to life, So that one may sleep satisfied, untouched by evil.

Fear And Punishment

Rom 11:22 (NASB)  Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.
  One of the ways we fear God is to fear punishment. This kind of godly fear will taper off as we are perfected in love. But for now, the fear of God will keep us from evil. 

1 John 3:2 (NASB)  Beloved, now we are children of God…
Prov 3:11-12 (NASB)  My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD, Or loathe His reproof,  For whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father, the son in whom he delights.

Fear And Love 

  The fear of the Lord may be the beginning of wisdom, but the end is love. Love is our hope, our goal, our sure destiny as believers. If we are obedient, we will get close to it while still in this world. In the meantime, we fear now, because none of us is yet without sin or perfect in love. 

1 John 4:17-18 (NASB)  By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.
1 Pet 1:17 (NASB)  And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth;

Psa 118:4 (NASB)  Oh let those who fear the LORD say, "His lovingkindness is everlasting."

The Terrifying Love Of God

Phil 2:12-13 (NASB)  … work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

  We should not fear that God will let us down, or that He is not faithful, or just, or forgiving. In fact, His intense determination to make us holy (so that we can be with Him forever) is cause for the right kind of godly fear: that He will NOT quit sanctifying us when, in our opinion, we are good enough. God is the ultimate perfectionist, and He will get what He wants. And if that is us, it is fearful to realize just how far He will go. He is the potter, and He intends vessels of holiness. No, we need not fear that God will fail us or give up on us, but rather that He is indeed faithful to finish what He has started. 

Heb 10:31 (NASB)  It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

To Encounter The Living God, Then And Now
Heb 12:18-24 (NASB)  For you have not come to a mountain that may be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word should be spoken to them. For they could not bear the command, "IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT WILL BE STONED."  And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, "I AM FULL OF FEAR AND TREMBLING." But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to the general assembly and church of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.

Heb 12:25-29 (NASB)  See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less shall we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven. And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, "YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN." And this expression, "Yet once more," denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, in order that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire.

Psa 19:9 (NASB)  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.

  Mike Yaconelli: "We have defanged the tiger of truth. We have tamed the lion... The tragedy of modern faith is that we no longer are capable of being terrified." 
Acts 9:31 (NASB)  So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and, going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.
Acts 5:13 (NASB)  But none of the rest dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem. 

  Mike Yaconelli: "I would like to suggest that the Church become a place of terror again; a place where God continually has to tell us, "Fear not"; a place where our relationship with God is not a simple belief or a doctrine or theology, it is God's burning presence in our lives. I am suggesting that the tame God of relevance be replaced by the God whose very presence shatters our egos into dust, burns our sin into ashes, and strips us naked to reveal the real person within. The Church needs to become a gloriously dangerous place where nothing is safe in God's presence except us. Nothing--including our plans, our agendas, our priorities, our politics, our money, our security, our comfort, our possessions, our needs.
  Mike Yaconelli: "Our world is... longing to see people whose God is big and holy and frightening and gentle and tender... and ours; a God whose love frightens us into His strong and powerful arms where He longs to whisper those terrifying words, 'I love you.'"
