Faith

Faith is most often referred to and implied as man's faith in God. Although there may be various interpretations as to its full meaning, the Bible gives us the best definition of true faith. In its definition the Bible defines faith as being both "substance" and "evidence"
"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."       Hebrews 11:1 (KJV)
 
Faith Is Substance
Faith is the "substance" of things we hope for.  The word "substance" comes from the Greek word, "hupostasis", that means "a setting under or support"...in other words, a foundation.  Faith is the foundation of those things that we hope for...the support on which we build all our ambitions, dreams and life's goals. Without faith to believe that everything will turn out OK we are certain of an unhappy, insecure and unsuccessful life. But with faith, all things are possible to him who believes.
Millions of people are hoping for eternal life...and their foundation for that hope is the faith they have in God's mercy and eternal plan of salvation through His only begotten son, Jesus Christ. Any spiritual hope, or foundation of faith, must be built on a solid rock of truth. Faith in any other salvation than what the One true God has provided is a faith built on sinking sand. There is one opportunity in life to prepare for the next life. Life is too short and death is too certain for our faith to be grounded on any other hope than the solid and credible foundation of truth as revealed in God's word. 
Faith Is Evidence
Faith also is the "evidence" of things not seen. From the Greek word "elegchos", which means proof or conviction, we have our English word "evidence". 
This is a word that most modern day people understand, as it is used in our legal system and our scientific communities. We are a people who demands documented evidence as the credible source of our belief systems. Unfortunately, that demand is often abused and sidetracked. For instance, our educational process has totally sidetracked the evidence of "evolution" while it teaches this theory to our children in public schools as a real science...although there is no credible documentation to prove it as fact. 
Our court systems are filled with undocumented evidence to prove a case...often at the expense of the victim. Plea bargaining has sidetracked the reality of true evidence as a convenient method of rapid justice. True evidence is thrown out by some minor law procedure to the discredit and pain of our whole society.  
But when it comes to spiritual matters, only those who have truly searched the truth of God and His word for themselves, appreciate that the evidence is unquestionable and without challenge. There is no legitimate argument against the existence of God or against the truth of the Bible, His word. 
The "evidence" of things not seen is found in the reality of God, in the reality of His word, in the reality of pure human experiences throughout the ages...and the reality of those all around us that continually support everything God has spoken and promised in His word.  
We may not be able to see God with our physical eyes, but we who have a personal relationship with Him know very well that life without Him is not an option. 
Is there a heaven and a hell?  Are there angels? To those who believe God the answer is yes. Although we cannot yet see these things...someday our faith in God will reward us. Yes, our faith has determined that there is a heaven and a hell...because God has said there is...and that is all the evidence we need.
Faith Further Defined
The Bible identifies a "common" faith, an "unfeigned" faith and an "ancestral" faith. Each term refers to our faith in God.  The word "unfeigned" means to be sincere, without hypocrisy. The Bible exhorts us to be sincere in our faith....   
"Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith,"      1 Timothy 1:5 (NKJV)
The term "common"  from the Greek word "koinos" means "shared by all".  It defines the one Christian faith that Jesus taught and ordained. The normal question often heard is "what faith are you?"  There is only one honorable answer..."I am a born-again Christian believer, a follower of Christ...that is my faith". This is the "common faith" shared by those who have had a personal salvation experience...the only faith with any substance or hope.  Tragically, this answer has become obscured with denominational and sect priorities..."I am a Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, etc. Because of the splits and divisions of Christians, the common faith that Jesus taught is not recognized or taught by a majority of humanistic religions. But the Bible is more emphatic to teach the practice of the "common faith" of Christ's only religion....
"To Titus, a true son in our common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior."      Titus 1:4 (NKJV) 
"There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all."             Ephesians 4:4-6 (NKJV)
Then there is "ancestral" faith...the faith that is passed down from generation to generation...
(discussing Abraham)..." the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised."         Romans 4:12 (NKJV)
Of all the things we inherit from our ancestors...the greatest, by far, is their sincere and devout faith in God. Abraham was the father of faith. Because of his great faith to follow God he is honored to be the example of all those who believe...Jew and Gentile alike. Nothing is more valuable to receive from our forefathers than faith in God. 
So then,  the Bible defines faith as "something we do"...as having faith in God.  It also defines faith as "something we possess"...such as a unfeigned common faith.  Our personal worth in this life can be measured by the personal faith we possess in our Creator.  A person without an active and living faith in God is just a mere part of the "weak and beggarly" elements of this world...who will soon cease to exist. A person with faith is a living spiritual being who has the assurance of an eternal existence. 
