Miracles

Providence is God's supernatural, sovereign control over all natural events so that his plan and purposes are achieved.

A miracle is an event in nature, so extraordinary in itself and so coinciding with the prophecy or command of a religious teacher or leader, as fully to warrant the conviction, on the part of those who witness it, that God has wrought it with the design of certifying that this teacher or leader has been commissioned by Him. (Augustus H. Strong, Systematic Theology)

Miracles in Scripture are also called "signs and wonders" and happened in three relatively brief periods of Bible history: in the days of Moses and Joshua, during the ministries of Elijah and Elisha, and in the time of Christ and the apostles.

Miracles introduced new eras of revelation.

Moses wrote the first five books of Scripture.

Elijah and Elisha introduced the prophetic age.

The apostles wrote nearly all of the New Testament

Miracles authenticated the messengers of revelation.  All the miracles served an important purpose.  They were not simply divine exhibitionism; they substantiated and authenticated the prophets' claim that they spoke for God.

Validation of the prophets was the chief purpose of biblical miracles:

Heb 2:3  how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,

Heb 2:4  God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.

  The words "it was confirmed" are in the past tense, an accurate reflection of the Greek text.

Miracles were unique to the apostles and those who worked most closely with them.  The average Christian had no ability to perform signs and wonders.

2 Cor 12:11  I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually I should have been commended by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent apostles, even though I am a nobody.

2 Cor 12:12  The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles.

