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	Aren't all religions basically the same?
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"When Christians, Jews, Buddhists, and others pray to their god, all of those individuals are actually praying to the same god, but simply using different names for that deity."

——registered opinion of four of every ten American adults (Barna poll)
 

Are these Americans right or wrong? Mahatma Gandhi of India once said:

"The soul of religion is one, but it is encased in a multitude of forms."

Is this true or false?

"In reality, there is only one religion, the religion of God. This one religion is continually evolving, and each particular religious system represents a stage in the evolution of the whole," claims the Bahá'í faith on its official Web site at bahai.org.

Are the Bahá'ís correct or incorrect? What about the Hindus?

"In whatever way men approach Me, even so do I go to them."

——quoted from the Hindu scripture by Swami Chidananda of Divine Life Society
Is Christianity's claim of uniqueness and exclusivity misleading and baseless? Or is it necessarily true?
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Even a cursory examination of comparative belief charts and data* quickly reveals that different religions make very different truth claims on a number of even basic issues. And they do so in a definitive manner. In other words, as any knowledgeable student of comparative religions will tell you, every religion—not just Christianity—claims exclusivity.

Here are a few examples:

Nature of God

 

  Christianity

 

— Monotheistic, personal
 

  Buddhism

— Monistic, impersonal

  Hinduism

— Monistic, polytheistic

Identity of Jesus Christ

 

  Orthodox Christian

 

— Deity incarnate
 

  Orthodox Jewish

— human only

Dr. Michael Green is an internationally respected author, speaker and scholar. He is currently Senior Research Fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford University, England. He recently authored the text "But Don't All Religions Lead to God?," Navigating the Multi-Faith Maze (Baker Book House, 2002). In this book, Dr. Green writes:

"Jesus is unique among religious leaders in claiming to bring God to our world in His own person and making good that claim by such powerful evidences."

Green says that no other spiritual leader or teacher but Jesus Christ...

1. ever claimed to bring God to man 

2. dealt radically with our wickedness 

3. broke the final barrier of death 

4. offers to "live inside" His followers 

Apologist and author, C.S. Lewis said that when it comes to the categorical claims of Jesus Christ regarding His Divinity...
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There is no half-way house, and there is no parallel in other religions. If you had gone to Buddha and asked him, 'Are you the son of Brahah?' he would have said, 'My son, you are still in the vale of illusion.'

If you had gone to Socrates and asked, 'Are you Zeus?' he would have laughed at you.

If you had gone to Muhammad and asked, 'Are you Allah?' he would first have rent his clothes and then cut off your head."

Sin

 

  Christian

 

— real moral trespass and condition of indebtedness before a holy, infinite-personal God

 

  New Age

— ignorance; susceptibility to illusion; unprofitable behavior

Crucifixion and Resurrection

 

  Christian

 

— historic fact

 

  Islam

— deceptive myth

Salvation

 

  Christian

 

— a gift of God's grace

 

  Islam

— only by observing Pillars

  Scientology

— Dianetic counseling

Again, Dr. Michael Green writes:

"Perhaps the greatest difference of all [among religious views] lies in the Christian assertion that none of us can save ourselves and make ourselves acceptable to God, try as we may: all the other faiths assert that by keeping their teachings a person will be saved, fulfilled or reborn."

Authority

 

  Christianity

 

— the Bible alone
 

  Mormonism

— the Bible plus
  Christian Science

— the Bible plus
  Roman Catholicism

— the Bible plus
  Unification Church

— the Bible plus
  Unity School

— the Bible plus
  Way International

— the Bible plus
  Jehovah's Witnesses

— the Bible as per flawed New World translation


Author: Daryl E. Witmer of AIIA Institute.
Text copyright © 2004, AIIA Institute, All Rights Reserved - except as noted on attached "Usage and Copyright" page that grants ChristianAnswers.Net users generous rights for putting this page to work in their homes, personal witnessing, churches and schools. 
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Sunrise in Jerusalem, Israel, home of the world's three major faiths. 

All religions are not the same — Biblical Christianity is absolutely unique among all the religions and philosophies of mankind. Its claim to be necessary for salvation is based squarely on the uniquely powerful evidences for its truth and finality. Actually, true Christianity is not a religion, but a person, Jesus Christ.

"By Him, and for Him, were all things created" (note Colossians 1:16, 17).

Thus, Christianity is unique in the following fundamental respects, among many others.

1. Only in the Bible is God revealed as the one eternal, personal Creator, who brought the entire universe into existence by His own Word.

All other religions start with the material universe as the only eternal reality, with their "gods" being essentially personifications of the natural forces which develop the universe into its present form.

On the other hand, the Creator-God of the Bible has all power and is Himself, therefore, not only the One who created the universe but also the One who establishes the basis for human salvation.

2. Christianity alone is centered in the historical events associated with a Person - the birth, death, resurrection, and imminent, glorious return of Jesus Christ.

Other religions are invariably based on the teachings, rather than the acts, of their founders.

3. Jesus Christ alone, of all men in history, has conquered man's greatest enemy - death.

The founders of other religions are all dead and their tombs venerated. The tomb of Christ is empty, and His bodily resurrection from the grave is the best proved fact of all history. The fact that He alone could overcome death demonstrates that He alone has all power. He Himself said,

"I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me" (John 14:6).

4. All other religions of the world are fundamentally just one religion — one of salvation by works. Each religion sets up a particular set of religious rites, of commands and restrictions, and of ethical principles to follow, and then teaches that if a man does these things he will be saved. The human origin of each of these systems is indicated by the fact that each is humanly attainable.

The Bible, however, sets its moral and ethical standard as the very holiness and perfection of God Himself, and demands nothing less than this for salvation. Obviously, no man would invent a standard which was utterly impossible for any man to keep.

5. The man Christ Jesus, alone of all men who ever lived, maintained in every respect a life of perfect holiness and full obedience to the Father, thus demonstrating that He was the God-Man. He then died for the sins of all men and thus can offer full pardon and His own nature of perfect holiness to anyone who receives Him.

Christ alone offers salvation by grace alone, to be received only through faith in Him.

To the one who truly believes on Him, He then gives through the Holy Spirit a new nature, enabling that one to live a life pleasing to God.

There is no mere "religion" in all the world like this. Jesus Christ is the world's Creator, and its only true Redeemer.

"Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is none other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).
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Excerpt from
The Bible Has the Answer
Authors: Henry Morris and Martin Clark, adapted from their book The Bible Has the Answer, published by Master Books.

Supplied by Eden Communications with permission from Master Books
Copyright © 1995, Master Books, All Rights Reserved - except as noted on attached "Usage and Copyright" page that grants ChristianAnswers.Net users generous rights for putting this page to work in their homes, personal witnessing, churches and schools. 



* TWO EXCELLENT SOURCES of comparative at-a-glance religious belief information (suggested by AIIA Institute)

1. Comparative Belief Chart from NAMB, an agency of the Southern Baptist Convention in Alpharetta, Georgia. 1-800-448-8032. 

2. Christianity, Cults & Religions wall chart or pamphlet from Rose Publishing in Torrance, California. 1-800-532-4278. 

Further information on-line

· Is Jesus Christ God? Answer 

· Is Jesus Christ a man, or is he God? Answer 

· How and why did God greatly humbled himself? Answer 

· If Jesus is God, how could he die? If Jesus died on the cross, then how can he be alive today? Answer 

· Did Jesus Christ rise from the dead? Answer 

· Frequently asked questions about Jesus Christ - GO 

· What is the Incarnation? 

· What is the Trinity? 

· What is Christ's redemption of mankind? 

· Learn more about religions of the world
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