Divorce
Definition
Words used in the Bible translated into the English word divorce.


Number of occurrences: Divorce -1, Divorced - 4, Divorcement -6

Divorce


(Ker-ee-thooth’) Keriythuwth (Heb)

   
A cutting (of the matrimonial bond) ((Symbolically of Israel))

 
Jer 3:8

Divorced


(gaw-rash’) garash (Heb)

   
To drive out from a possession - cast out


Lev 21:14 a divorced woman (the high priest may not marry)


Lev 22:13 priests daughter divorced may return to the family


Num 30:9 Vow of a divorced woman stands (if married may be annulled)

(ap-ol-oo’-o) apoluo (Grk)

 
To free fully, release, divorce, loose, put away

Mat 5:32  but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Divorcement 


(Ker-ee-thoth’)


Deu 24:1-3 restrictions on remarriage after divorcement


Is 50:1 symbolic of Israel (for captivity)

Mat 5:31  "And it was said, 'WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE';

Mat 19:7  They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her AWAY?"

Mark 10:4  And they said, "Moses permitted a man TO WRITE A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her AWAY."

Biblical teaching on divorce

No divorce for Christians
 1 Cor 7:10  But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband


1 Cor 7:11  (but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not send his wife away.


Old Testament teaching - no mention of the legality of divorce - only addresses

 
remarriage after divorce such as in Deu. 24:1-3


It is counter to the concept of marriage
Gen 2:23  And the man said, "This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."  Gen 2:24  For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.


And God is very clear on his feelings about it.

Mal 2:16  "For I hate divorce," says the LORD, the God of Israel, ...


Jesus’ definitive answer on divorce and the Jewish practice .....

Mat 19:3  And some Pharisees came to Him, testing Him, and saying, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause at all?"  Mat 19:4  And He answered and said, "Have you not read, that He who created them from the beginning MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE, Mat 19:5  and said, 'FOR THIS CAUSE A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE; AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH'? Mat 19:6  "Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate." Mat 19:7  They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her AWAY?" Mat 19:8  He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.  Mat 19:9  "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery."  Mat 19:10  The disciples said to Him, "If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to marry."

Mat 19:11  But He said to them, "Not all men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has been given.

The disciples fully understood his teaching, notice their comment in Mat 19:10.  This clearly differed from the liberal (extra-Biblical) teaching that a wife could be divorced for any reason.


A further look at the exception clause of Mat 19:9

It does not appear in other passages by Jesus on divorce.


Mark 10:2-12
Mark 10:2  And some Pharisees came up to Him, testing Him, and began to question Him whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a wife.  Mark 10:3  And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command you?"  Mark 10:4  And they said, "Moses permitted a man TO WRITE A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her AWAY."  Mark 10:5  But Jesus said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment.  Mark 10:6  "But from the beginning of creation, God MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE.  Mark 10:7  "FOR THIS CAUSE A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER,  Mark 10:8  AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH; consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh.  Mark 10:9  "What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate."  Mark 10:10  And in the house the disciples began questioning Him about this again.  Mark 10:11  And He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her;  Mark 10:12  and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery." 

Luke 16:18
Luke 16:18  "Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and he who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits adultery.


Mat 19:9 - what does the “exception clause” mean?


... except for the cause of “unchastity” (or “immorality”)



The actual Greek word is porneia, and what does it mean?

       


porneia - means fornication



distinguished from adultery in Mat 15:19

       


moichos

Cannot mean adultery.- that is already covered and the consequences are not divorce..

Lev 20:10  'If there is a man who commits adultery with another man's wife, one who commits adultery with his friend's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.

Deu 22:22  "If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.



Mat 1:18-19 (example from Joseph and Mary)




Joseph was going to “put her away” (divorce - not yet betrothed)

   

Therefore “divorce” as mentioned by Jesus was before actual marriage.



A very important question to ask is why does the NIV translate porneia as



“marital unfaithfulness”?  It only helps perpetuate the misconception.

For non-Christians or “unequally yoked” - Divorce is different




Unbelieving spouse -- 1 Cor 7:15  Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace.

Remarriage

Through death - OK
Rom 7:3  So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.

1 Cor 7:39  A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.


Young widows - OK
1 Tim 5:14  Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach;


Other than separation due to death - be reconciled or remain unmarried



New Testament
1 Cor 7:11  (but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not send his wife away.

           
Old Testament explanation
Deu 24:1  "When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house,



Deu 24:2  and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man's wife,

Deu 24:3  and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife,

Deu 24:4  then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.


The Biblical teaching on this subject seems to be extraordinarily clear, but it is in conflict with human understanding in the current social setting.  Our society views marriage as a temporary human instrument rather than the God-ordained foundation for the family unit.  Our uncontested divorce laws and inadequate spousal abuse laws have undermined the concept of one man one woman together forever and forced, even Christians, into the practice of common divorce.  The consequences have been disastrous for the family and environment for raising children which has perpetuated the problem from generation to generation.

The primary problem facing the Church (besides ministering to the wreckage left from the dissolved marriages and myriad remarriages) is dealing with the equally clear Biblical teaching of the requirements for the offices of deacon and elder.  These are clearly stated such that the candidate must be the husband of one wife and in the case of elder, must be above reproach.  It is unlikely that divorced and remarried men would qualify for the offices, given an adequate understanding of the teaching related to divorce and remarriage.
