The Restoration Movement
In as few words as possible, yet with sufficient detail to explain my understanding of the essentials of the Restoration Movement, I send the following material.

The Reformation movement headed by Martin Luther and others, attempted to “reform” the Roman Catholic Church.  The intent was to correct several obvious errors in doctrine held by the church but instead of correcting these errors, it resulted in separating “protest” groups from the general body of believers. 

By the end of the 1700’s these protestant groups had proliferated into numerous denominations (sects), many of which retained doctrine similar to the original Roman Church.  They were driven by creeds, statements of faith, church structure, liturgy and other elements that could not be substantiated by Scripture. They maintained widely divergent and contradictory beliefs and practices.

Several individual denominational preachers around the end of the 18th and beginning of the 19th century began to protest against denominational organizations and creeds which they viewed as contrary to the New Testament order and religious unity. 
Once they began to evaluate the state of the church, they discovered other religious doctrines and practices which were also false in the light of New Testament teachings.  
Alexander Campbell:

“A reformation of Popery was attempted in Europe full three centuries ago. It ended in a Protestant hierarchy, and swarms of dissenters. Protestantism has been reformed into Presbyterianism,--that into Congregationalism,--and that into Baptistism, &c. &c. Methodism has attempted to reform all, but has reformed itself into many forms of Wesleyism. None of these has begun at the right place. All of them retain in their bosom, in their ecclesiastic organizations, worship, doctrines, and observances, various relics of Popery. They are, at best, but a reformation of Popery, and only reformations in part. The doctrines and traditions of men yet impair the power and progress of the gospel in their hands,…”
They established a goal of the "restoration of the ancient order" of the apostolic church of the New Testament.
Probably the most famous and influential individuals of the Restoration Movement were:

Barton W. Stone, Thomas and Alexander Campbell (Presbyterian 1809);

James O’Kelly (Methodist-Episcopal 1793)

Abner Jones, Elias Smith (Baptist 1801)

These individuals “joined” together and by 1850 had become the fourth largest church in the United States.

Their primary focus was to abandon those things not commanded in the New Testament and practiced in the apostolic church.  They were not just mildly opposed but strongly believed that these non-New-Testament-practices, divided Christians and harmed the spread of the Gospel.
They specifically promoted:

Christ as the only head of the church

Call themselves simply "Christians"

The Bible as the only creed and the sufficient rule of faith and practice

Supported congregational autonomy (congregational rule)
Offices of Elder and Deacon in the church – Evangelist outside the church

Adult baptism by immersion for salvation
Open communion, weekly
They specifically opposed:

The title, "Reverend"

Infant baptism

Creeds, articles of faith, statements of faith
Liturgical calendar (Lent, Advent, Stations of the Cross, Saints Days…)
What Campbell called “relics of Popery”, robes, icons, flags, etc.

Primary slogans attempting to explain the movement:

We are not the only Christians, but Christians only

Where the Bible speaks, we speak - where the Bible is silent, we are silent

No book but the Bible - no creed but Christ - no name but the divine name

In doctrine, unity - in opinion, liberty - in all things, charity. 
In the last 20 years, there has been a departure from many of the Restoration principles.


Removal of office of Deacon in the church.


Church planting organizations that keep control of local churches.


Re-introduction of “relics of Popery” through Webber’s “Blended Worship”


Autonomous churches, replaced with Multiple-Campus Churches


Congregational rule – replaced with Episcopal (Elder) rule or leadership teams

Monthly communion like Willow Creek vice weekly communion

Statement of faith required - for Church Umbrella membership, Milligan board…


Core Value emphasis over New Testament inclusion


Monthly baptism events

