Women and the Ministry of Jesus
Much has been made about the relationship between women and the ministry of Jesus.  Below is every reference to women and Jesus’ ministry contained in the Gospels.  The purpose here is not to denigrate the role women played in Jesus’ ministry but try and put it in perspective.

(1) Mat 8:14 (Mark 1:30) Jesus healed Peter's mother-in-law

(2) Mat 9:20 (Mark 5:25) Jesus healed hemorrhaging woman

(3) Mat 9:25 (Mark 5:35) Jesus raised synagogue official's daughter

(4) Mat 15:28 (Mark 7:30) Jesus healed the Canaanite woman's daughter

(5) Mat 20:20 The mother of sons of Zebedee requested right and left seats in kingdom
(6) Mat 26:7 (Mark 14:3) Woman poured perfume on Jesus

(7) Mat 27:44-56 (Mark 15:40) Many women looking on who had ministered to Him.

  (Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph 

   many other women had come up with him to Jerusalem,

   and the mother of the sons of Zebedee)

(8) Mat 17:61 (Mark 15:47) Mary Magadalene, other Mary at the grave

(9) Mat 28:1-10 (Mark 16:1) Mary Magdalene and other Mary came to grave, saw angel, and Jesus.  He told them to take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee

(10) Mark 5:42 Jesus healed crippled girl

(11) Mark 12:42 Widow's mite incident

(12) Luke 2:36 Anna prophetess identifies child Jesus

(13) Luke 7:12 Jesus healed widow's son

(14) Luke 8:2 Reference to Jesus having healed Mary of Magdalene (seven demons)

(15) Luke 8:3 Joanna, Susanna many others contributing to their support

(16) Luke 13:11 Jesus healed 18 year old woman spiritual sickness

(17) John 2:3 Jesus' mother conversation at wedding - water into wine

(18) John 4:9 Jesus talks to Samaritan woman at well

(19) John 8:3 Jesus responds to test of women taken in adultery
(20) John 11:5 Statement that Jesus loved Martha,  Mary, and Lazarus

(21) John 19:25 At crucifixion,  standing by the cross, His mother, mother's sister

There are approximately 21 separate references to women related to the ministry of Jesus.  Of these references:

8 are statements that Jesus healed various women (6 physical, 2 spiritual)

4 are statements of women ministering to Jesus (perfume, contrib. money)
2 relate to the grave visit

2 refer to women watching the crucifixion

1 is a request of a woman for seats for her sons in the kingdom

1 is an early incident where Anna identifies the very young Jesus

1 is the wedding feast conversation with his mother

1 is the Samaritan woman at the well

1 is a statement that Jesus loved some women plus Lazarus

1 adulterous women test

Which of these qualify as significant ministry statements?  

Certainly the wedding feast at Cana can be eliminated; the conversation with Jesus’ mother is quite terse.  John 2:4 (NASB)  And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what do I have to do with you? My hour has not yet come."
So can the request of the Sons of Zebedee to have seats on the right and left in the kingdom. Mat 20:21 (NASB)  And He said to her, "What do you wish?" She said to Him, "Command that in Your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right and one on Your left."
The two statements about women watching the crucifixion, certainly imply their devotion to Jesus but little about ministry, we don’t that they did or said anything. It was actually a man that took His body and cared for it. Mat 27:59 (NASB)  And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, although some women did follow to the grave, Luke 23:55 (NASB)  Now the women who had come with Him out of Galilee followed after, and saw the tomb and how His body was laid.  Mat 27:61 (NASB)  And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the grave.
After the birth of Jesus and after the time of purification He was taken to the temple and there two events took place.  Simeon had been told by the Holy Spirit he would not die until he saw the Messiah, and so he announced that this was essentially the Messiah and that now he could die.  There was also a prophetess there, Anna, who identified Jesus. Luke 2:38 (NASB)  … and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  This was a significant event, although Jesus was less than two months old and had nothing to do with the selection, training, or sending of Anna.  So she probably couldn’t be said to minister to or with Jesus, especially since his ministry would not start for another 30 years until after his baptism.

The Samaritan woman at the well was an important conversation, but Jesus said plainly he did not come to the Samaritans, this was not part of his ministry. Mat 15:24 (NASB)  But He answered and said, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." Mat 10:5 (NASB)  These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them, saying, "Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  The final conclusion of the Samaritan woman story is: John 4:42 (NASB)  and they were saying to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world." Her role was instrumental but incomplete in ministry.

The adulterous woman test, was just a test, the woman played no role and said only three words “No one Lord”.  John 8:3-6 (NASB)  And the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the midst, they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act. "Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?" And they were saying this, testing Him, in order that they might have grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus stooped down, and with His finger wrote on the ground. … John 8:11 (NASB)  And she said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go your way. From now on sin no more."
There are four statements indicating that women did minister to Jesus,  On one occasion a woman anointed him with costly perfume and dried his feet with her hair and the statement is made that some women contributed to his ministry with funds.  What they said, what they did, what kind of witness they provided, is not indicated in scripture.

The most frequently mentioned ministries related to women are the eight occasions when Jesus healed a woman, not much more is available except in the case of Mary Magdalene who followed Jesus until his death and resurrection.  Scripture does not indicate much of what they said or did.

Much has been made of women being the first evangelists, the women at the grave that brought the “Good News”, the Gospel.  This is often implied as if the women were heavily involved in preaching and teaching doctrine.  Here are the actual accounts.

Mat 28:7-10 (NASB)  "And go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going before you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you." And they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they shall see Me."
Mark 16:7-9 (NASB)  "But go, tell His disciples and Peter, 'He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He said to you.'"  And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had gripped them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  Now after He had risen early on the first day of the week, He first appeared to Mary Magdalene, from whom He had cast out seven demons.  She went and reported to those who had been with Him, while they were mourning and weeping. And when they heard that He was alive, and had been seen by her, they refused to believe it.
John 20:18 (NASB)  Mary Magdalene came, announcing to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord," and that He had said these things to her.
The message to be delivered was (1) tell His disciples and Peter that He has arisen and (2) go to Galilee and there you will see Jesus.  Although this is an important message and may be considered an essential part of the Gospel (he is alive), this should not be compared to what Peter, Paul, Stephen, Simon or the other evangelists preached.  The unfortunate subtitle here is they were ineffective, “they refused to believe it”. 

Conclusions:

So in general, women were involved in the ministry of Jesus.  According to scripture, Jesus healed 8 of them, talked to 3 of them and some provided personal assistance including perfume and money.  But there should be no misunderstanding that their role was in any way equivalent to that of the men that Jesus called, trained, discussed doctrine with, and sent.  

Regardless of the reason for this, it discredits us to imply that women were equally involved with the ministry of Jesus as men, and stating that they were the first bearers of the Gospel, implies much more than the record indicates.

