SIN

Five words in the New Testament translated as sin.

(1) HARMARTIA – means “to miss the mark.” This word is used more than any other in the New Testament for sin.  It is an archer’s word.  The idea is that  you shoot an arrow and miss the target because your arrow falls short.  No matter how far you try to shoot, it will never quite get there.  Romans 3:23 “all … fall short.”  What is the target or the mark?  Matthew 5:48 says, “Be ye perfect, even as your Father, who is in heaven is perfect.”  We all miss the mark!

(2) PARABASIS – means “to step across a line,” and is usually translated transgression.  God draws a line between right and wrong, and we step across that line.  Sin is stepping across the line drawn between right and wrong – doing what is forbidden in thought, word, or act.

(3)  ANOMIA – is based on the word nomos, which is the Greek word for law.  It is the idea of lawlessness – a flagrant breaking of God’s law, rebelling against Him.

Note: Notice the progression in these words:

a) Harmartia speaks of our incapacity, our impotence, our helplessness to hit the mark.

b) Parabasis is a little more flagrant, a little more self-directed, planned and premeditated; not restraining ourselves from going into the forbidden area.

c) Anomia is open, flagrant, rebellion against God; a violent reaction against God’s standards.

(4) PARAPTOMA – means “to slip or fall.”  This is the word used in Matthew 6:14,15 translated “trespass”.  It emphasizes our incapacities. It refers to the passion of the moment, the lust of the moment, or the loss of self-control in a moment where you’re just swept away.

(5) OPHEILEMA – is the word used in Matthew 6:12 and is translated “debt.”  Sin is a failure to pay what is due.  This is a very interesting word.  It is used only two times in the New Testament as a noun – here and in Romans 4:4.  In its verb form it’s used 30 times – 25 times as a moral debt and 5 times as a money debt.  But the idea is that sin is a debt.  When you sin, you owe to God a consequence for your sins.  In fact, in Revelation 20:11,12 it says that at the end of the age, as the Great White Throne judgment, God will judge the ungodly out of the books.  What books?  The books that record all the unpaid debt that they owe; and they are sentenced to an eternal hell to pay that debt.  Sin is a debt.

Matthew uses the word “debt” when he talks to the Jews and Luke uses “trespass” when addressing a classical general audience.

Summary:

Hamartia – “to miss the mark”

Parabasis – “to step across the line”

Anomia – “lawlessness”

Paraptoma – “a slip or fall”

Opheilema – “a debt”

Some people who sinned

· Saul (1 Sam. 15:24) – “Then Saul said to Samuel, I have sinned; I have truly transgressed the command of the Lord.”

· David (2 Sam. 12:13;24:10) – “David said to Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord greatly in what I have done … I have acted very foolishly.” (cf. Ps. 32:5;28:1-4,18;40:12;41:4;51)

· Isaiah (Isa. 6:5) – “… I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.”

· Daniel (Dan. 9:20) – “I was speaking and praying, and confessing my sin…”

· Peter (Luke 5:8) – “When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”

· Paul (1 Tim. 1:15) = “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”

What affect does it have on people.  We know from experience but the Bible also tells us.

· Sin dominates the mind (Rom 1:21), the will (Jer. 44:15-17), and the affections and emotions (Jn. 3:19-21).

· Sin brings us under Satan’s control (Eph. 2:2; Rom 6:16; John 3:8)

· Sin makes us objects of God’s wrath (Eph. 2:3; Heb. 10:27)

· Sin subjects us to the miseries of life (Job 5:7; Rom. 8:20, Isa. 48:22; 54:21)

· Moral perversion (Rom 1:24-32)

· Spiritual Death (Rom 6:23)

Survey of perceived significance of sin (1-10 where 10 is worse).

Murder       9.8
Rape

Incest

Child Abuse

Spying

Drug Dealing

Embezzlement

Spouse Swapping   8.0
Adultery

Industrial spying

Bigotry

Suicide

Not helping someone in danger 7.0
Sexual harassment

Misrepresenting something you’re selling

Taking drugs

Hypocrisy

Atheism           6.12
Homosexuality

Abortion

Revenge

Parking in handicapped zone

Killing to protect property

Greed

Cheating on your income e tax

Selfishness   5.0
Cutting into lines

Mercy killing

Unwed parenthood

Calling in sick when you’re not

Overeating

Pornography

Divorce

Explicit rock lyrics

Idle gossip

Jealousy

Laziness   4.0
Tattling    3.8
Living together without marriage

Capital punishment

Premarital sex    3.7
Lust in your heart

Smoking

Swearing

Telling a white lie

Not voting   3.0
Drinking alcohol

Nude sunbathing

Taping off TV or Radio  1.7
