Service

Definition

“Work done by one person or group that benefits another.”

Service is to one another

Gal 5:13 (NASB)  For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.
Service is to God

Heb 9:14 (NASB)  …how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Serve your secular master

Col 3:22-24 (NASB)  Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men;  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.

Eph 6:5-7 (NASB)  Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men,

The office of Elder and Deacon are offices of service

1 Tim 3:10 (NASB)  And let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond reproach.
1 Pet 5:1-3 (NASB)  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,  shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;  nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.
Preaching is a service

Rom 1:9 (NASB)  For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, …
2 Cor 11:7-8 (NASB)  Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you without charge?  I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to serve you;…

1 Cor 9:16-18 (NASB)  For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel. For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me. What then is my reward? That, when I preach the gospel, I may offer the gospel without charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.
Service is required on the secular side

1 Tim 6:2 (NASB)  And let those who have believers as their masters not be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but let them serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved. Teach and preach these principles.

Examples of service (work)
Rom 12:4-13 (NASB)  
For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly:
if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;
if service, in his serving; 
or he who teaches, in his teaching;
or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; 
he who gives, with liberality; 
he who leads, with diligence; 
he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

Let love be without hypocrisy. 
Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; 
give preference to one another in honor;
not lagging behind in diligence,
fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord;
rejoicing in hope, 
persevering in tribulation, 
devoted to prayer,
contributing to the needs of the saints, 
practicing hospitality.

List of types of service (good works)

Mat 25:34-40 (NASB)  

"Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; 

I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; 

I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 

naked, and you clothed Me; 

I was sick, and you visited Me; 

I was in prison, and you came to Me.' 

… to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.' "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
The rich are to be generous ready to share
1 Tim 6:18 (NASB)  Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share,
Service demonstrates/completes your faith

James 2:26 (NASB)  For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
Food and clothing example – works demonstrate faith
James 2:15-18 (NASB)  If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. But someone may well say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."
Service to edify the saints

Eph 4:11-13 (NASB)  And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

Service is/was not always performed when needed
Phil 2:25-30 (NASB)  But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need;… because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was deficient in your service to me.

Service (works) may be as simple as belief

John 6:28-29 (NASB)  They said therefore to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?"   Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God,  that you believe in Him whom He has sent."

We cannot all serve in the same way – nor should we be expected to

1 Cor 12:14-20 (NASB)  For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. And if they were all one member, where would the body be? But now there are many members, but one body.

1 Cor 12:21-27 (NASB)  And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; and those members of the body, which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our unseemly members come to have more abundant seemliness, whereas our seemly members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, that there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.

Rewards for Service
2 Tim 4:7-8 (NASB)  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

James 1:12 (NASB)  Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

1 Pet 5:4 (NASB)  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
1 Cor 3:12-15 (NASB)  Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.

2 Cor 5:10 (NASB)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  (good or bad should be translated “of value “or “worthless”)
1 Cor 3:8 (NASB)  Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.
