The Seven Churches of Revelation


Commendation
Criticism
Instruction
Promise
Time Period

Ephesus

(2:1-7)
Rejects evil, 

Perseveres, has

Patience
Love for Christ

no longer fervent
Do the works

you did at first
The tree of life
First Church 

33 AD – 98 AD

(Did repent) 

Smyrna

(2:8-11)
Gracefully bears suffering
None
Be faithful until death
The crown of life
64 AD – 312 AD Persecution 10 Caesars

Pergamos

(2:12-17)
Keeps the faith
Tolerates immorality, idolatry and heresies
Repent
Hidden manna
312 AD- 590 AD Constantine (State Church)

Thyatira

(2:18-29)
Love, Service, faith, patience is greater than at first
Tolerates cult of idolatry and immorality
Judgement is coming, keep the faith
Rule over nations
1500 AD

Sardis

(3:1-6)
Some have kept the faith
A dead church
Repent; strengthen what remains
Faithful honored and clothed in white
1800 AD

Reformation

Philadelphia

(3:7-13)
Perseveres in the faith
None
Keep the faith
Kept from the hour of testing
19th-20th Century 

Laodicea

(3:14-22)
None
Indifferent
Be zealous and repent
Share Christ’s throne
20?? + -20??+7

Tribulation Church


I Timothy 4, II Peter 2-3

10 Caesars


Nero 64-68


Domitian 90-95


Trajan 104-117


Aurelias 161-180


Severus 200-221


Maximus 235-237


Decius
250-253


Valerian 257-268


Aurelian 270-275


Diocletian 303-312


Many expositors believe that in addition to the obvious implication of these messages the seven churches represent the chronological development of church history viewed spiritually.  They note that Ephesus seems to be characteristic of the Apostolic Period in general and that the progression of evil climaxing in Laodicea seems to indicate the final state of apostasy of the church.  It would seem almost incredible that such a progression should be a pure accident, and the order of the messages to the churches seems to be divinely selected to give prophetically the main movement of church history.


The prophetic interpretation of the messages to the seven churches, to be sure, should not be pressed beyond  bounds, as it is a deduction from the content, not from the explicit statement of the passage.
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