The Holy Spirit is a Person

A person can be thought of apart from a human body.  Angels exist as real beings, yet they do not have human bodies and they are called spirits.  They are spirit personalities.  God Himself is spirit and a person.

He has characteristics of a person

The essentials of personality are intelligence, emotion and will.

(1) The Spirit is said to know the things of God (1 Cor 2:10-11).  Also Romans 8:27 speaks of the “mind of the Spirit”.

(2) It is possible to grieve the Spirit. (Eph 4:30).

(3) The Spirit distributes spiritual gifts “as he wills” (1 Cor 12:11).

He acts like a person

He prays for us (Rom 8:26).

He performs miracles (Acts 8:39).

He is designated a person.

In Scripture He is addressed with personal masculine pronouns (John 16:13-14, Eph 1:14).

He is related to others as a person.

“in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Mat 28:19).  John 16:14 and Acts 15:28 imply He is a person. 

The Holy Spirit is God
He has characteristics possessed only by God.

1. He knows the things of God (1 Co 2:11-12)

2. No one can escape the presence of the Holy Spirit (Ps 139:7)

He did things only God can do
(1) Regeneration – John 3:5-6

(2) Begetting the humanity of Jesus Christ (Lk 1:35)

(4) Creation of the world (Ps 104:30)

He is associated on an equal plane with the others persons of the trinity

Passages in the Old Testament are attributed to God and in the New Testament to the Holy Spirit. (Is 6:1-13 and Act 28:25; Jer 31:31-34 and Heb 10:15-17).

Blasphemy of and lying to the Holy Spirit are the same as if done to God (Mat 12:31-32, Acts 5:3-4).

