Forgiveness and Salvation

The Old and New Testament mention forgiveness.
· He took away our sin – “The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isa 53:6)

· He covered our sin – “Thou hast covered all their sin” (Ps 85:2)

· He blotted out our sin – “I am He who blotteth out thy transgressions” (Isa 43:25)
· He forgets our sin – “ I will remember their sin no more” (Jer. 31:34)

· Mat 26:28 – “For this is My blood of he new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”

· Eph 1:7 – “In whom (Christ) we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”

· 1 John 2:12 – “ I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake.”

· Eph 4:32 – “… even as God, for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven you.”

Even though our sins are forgiven, won’t we still have to answer for them?

What about 2 Cor. 5:10? 

2 Cor 5:10 (NASB)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

The phrase “judgment seat” was very familiar to the Corinthians because of the Olympics.  At the conclusion of each event, the athletes stood before the “judgment seat”, in Greek the “bema” seat or rostrum to receive their rewards.  There is no condemnation for Christians only receipt of rewards at the bema seat of Christ.  The phrase “good or bad” is translated more accurately “good” or “of no value”.  The point here is that Christians do some work for which they receive no reward, in particular those done with the wrong motive, such as “to be seen by men”.  (See Matthew 6 for a further list of works without reward.)
This is clarified in 1 Cor 3:13-15.
1 Cor 3:13-15 (NASB)  each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward.  If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.

The forgiveness of our sin is absolute or total, we never have to answer for them to God.  There are consequences of our sin in this life but not after it is over.  The more technical aspects of this forgiveness, compares “judicial” with “parental”.  Judicially we are innocent, parentally there may be consequences during our life as mentioned in our last study on sin.
Because God has forgiven us, it is important that we also forgive.

· Mat 5:7 – “Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain mercy.”

· Mat 5:21-24 – “  whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of judgment ..  therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hast anything against thee, leave.. go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.”

· Psalm 23:6  “.. mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.”

· Psalm 66:18 – “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.”

· James 2:13 – “For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shown no mercy.”

· Mat. 18:35 -  “So likewise shall My heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye, from your hearts, forgive not every one his brother his trespasses.”

Positionally forgiveness allows God to see us as “perfect and worthy of salvation”

Practically it allows us to focus on doing right rather than from doing wrong and forgive others.

Christians aren’t perfect, just forgiven.

Salvation 
God has dealt with sinners in two ways the Law Method and the Grace Method.

The Law is a set of commandments:

· Eph 2:15  The law of commandments

· Rom 7:9 When the commandments came

· Heb 9:19  Commandments .. spoken by Moses

· Mat 22:36 The great commandment in the Law

Law means obligation to God and to society

· Gal 3:10 (NASB)  For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."

· James 2:10 (NASB)  For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.

Law inherently brings a curse.

Gal 3:10 (NASB)  For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse

The Law itself was good.

Rom 7:7-13 (NASB)  What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "YOU SHALL NOT COVET." But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. And I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive, and I died; and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me; for sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through it killed me. So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, that through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful.

Christ turned Law into Grace.

Gal 3:13 (NASB)  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE"--

You are not saved by following the Law.

· Rom 3:20 (NASB)  because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

· Gal 2:21 (NASB)  "I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."

· Gal 3:21 (NASB)  Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.

How could Jesus die for our sins, aren’t they our responsibility?

· Rom 5:6-8 (NASB)  For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

· Heb 9:26 (NASB)  Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

· 1 Pet 3:18 (NASB)  For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;

Christianity is the only way.

· Acts 4:12 (NASB)  "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved."

· John 14:6 (NASB)  Jesus said^ to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me. 
