ELDER -----

1 Tim 5:19 (NASB)  Do not receive an accusation against an elder except on the basis of two or three witnesses.

1 Pet 5:1 (NASB)  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,

2 John 1:1 (NASB)  The elder to the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in truth; and not only I, but also all who know the truth,

3 John 1:1 (NASB)  The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth.
OVERSEER

1 Tim 3:1 (NASB)  It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.

1 Tim 3:2 (NASB)  An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,

Titus 1:7 (NASB)  For the overseer must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain,

PRESBYTERY

1 Tim 4:14 (NASB)  Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed upon you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery.
ELDERS---------------

Acts 4:5 (NASB)  And it came about on the next day, that their rulers and elders and scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem;

Acts 4:8 (NASB)  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers and elders of the people,
Acts 4:23 (NASB)  And when they had been released, they went to their own companions, and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them.

Acts 6:12 (NASB)  And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and dragged him away, and brought him before the Council.

Acts 11:30 (NASB)  And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.

Acts 14:23 (NASB)  And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

Acts 15:2 (NASB)  And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue.
Acts 15:4 (NASB)  And when they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them.

Acts 15:6 (NASB)  And the apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter.

Acts 15:22 (NASB)  Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas-- Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren,

Acts 15:23 (NASB)  and they sent this letter by them, "The apostles and the brethren who are elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles, greetings.

Acts 16:4 (NASB)  Now while they were passing through the cities, they were delivering the decrees, which had been decided upon by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem, for them to observe.

Acts 20:17 (NASB)  And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church.

Acts 21:18 (NASB)  And now the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present.

Acts 22:5 (NASB)  as also the high priest and all the Council of the elders can testify. From them I also received letters to the brethren, and started off for Damascus in order to bring even those who were there to Jerusalem as prisoners to be punished.

Acts 23:14 (NASB)  And they came to the chief priests and the elders, and said, "We have bound ourselves under a solemn oath to taste nothing until we have killed Paul.

Acts 24:1 (NASB)  And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders, with a certain attorney named Tertullus; and they brought charges to the governor against Paul.

Acts 25:15 (NASB)  and when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews brought charges against him, asking for a sentence of condemnation upon him.

1 Tim 5:17 (NASB)  Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.

Titus 1:5 (NASB)  For this reason I left you in Crete, that you might set in order what remains, and appoint elders in every city as I directed you,

James 5:14 (NASB)  Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;

1 Pet 5:1 (NASB)  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,

1 Pet 5:5 (NASB)  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.
Authority ----------

Mat 20:25 (NASB)  But Jesus called them to Himself, and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. "It is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

SHEPHERD----

Acts 20:28 (NASB)  "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

1 Pet 5:1-4 (NASB)  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

LEADERS ----

Heb 13:17 (NASB)  Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.
"Obey" - Gr. "peitho" means "to persuade, to win over, to be persuaded, to listen to, to obey". A better translation of peitho in verse 17 is "Listen to," not "Obey them."

"Rule over you" - Gr. "hegeomai" mean "leader". If the Holy Spirit wanted to convey the idea that Elders (Bishops) had the authority that they now claim, He would have used the Greek word "arche", which translates into "rule" or "power." One who had the authority to rule was archon, "a ruler" or "a magistrate." By choosing hegeomai the Holy Spirit indicated that these men who "watch(ed) in behalf of your souls", were the leaders among them.

"Submit" - Gr. "hupeiko" means "to yield"

A better translation:

"Trust them that are your leaders and be yielding: for they watch in behalf of your souls...."

Heb 13:24 (NASB)  Greet all of your leaders and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you.

DEACONS -----------

Phil 1:1 (NASB)  Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:
1 Tim 3:8 (NASB)  Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain,

1 Tim 3:10 (NASB)  And let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond reproach.

1 Tim 3:12 (NASB)  Let deacons be husbands of only one wife, and good managers of their children and their own households.

1 Tim 3:13 (NASB)  For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

Acts 6:3 (NASB)  "But select from among you, brethren, seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task.

